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FOR THE MAGAZINE, | 


A Brief Account of the Theological Insti- 


tution at Andover. 


“© ""Pnorder to arrive at ihe origin of this Institu-| 
tion, we must trace it back to the foundation of 


Phillips Academy, in 1778. At that time the 
Hon. Samuel Phillips of Andover, and the Hon. 
John Phillips, of Exeter, N. H. gave those do- 
nations by means of whiéh the Academy was 
first established. In 1789 the last named gen- 


tleman gave in addition the generous sum of 


20,000 dollars, and at his death bequeathed one 
third of the residue of all his estate. His prin- 
cipal object was to enable indigent and desery- 
ing young men to obtain an education, particu- 
“ Jarly,such as designed themselves for the minis- 
try ; who, having acquired the most useful hu- 
man literature in the Academy, might be assist- 
ed in the study of Divinity: “‘ under the direc- 

, tion of some eminent Calvinistic minister of the 
Gospel, until such time as an able, pious and or- 

_ thodox instructor” should be supported in the 
Academy as a Professor of Divinity. The Hon. 
Wm. Phillips of Boston also bequeathed 4000 
dollars for. e same design. Agreeably to the 
express object of these appropriations, many 
theological students were supported thereby, 
while they prosecuted their studies with the 
Clergymen of the parish. 
In the year 1805, an event took place which 
must have had a great influence on the further 

’ advancement of the Institution at Andover, viz. 
the choice or rather confirmation of the choice 
ef Rev. Henry Ware to the Hollis Professorship 
of Divinity in Harvard Coilege. The senti- 
ments of Dr. Tappan, the predecessor of Mr. 
Ware, “ corresponded essentially with those 
generally held by the clergy of New-England ;” 
and as long as he filled the professorship, the 
orthodox had hopes of the University. But to 
the choice of Mr. Ware they made a spirited 
epposition. The Corporation itself was for 
some time equally divided between two candi- 
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the Trustees of Phillips Academy have peti- 
tioned this Court for liberty to receive and hold 
donations of charitably disposed persons, for the 
purpose of a Theological Institateen, and in fur- 
therance of the designs of the pious founders 
and Benefactors of said Academy; and whereas 
it is reasonable that the prayer should be grant- 
ed ;— : 

“* Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That the said 
Trustees of Phillips. Academy be, and they are 
hereby, empowered to receive, purchase and 
hold, for the purposes aforesaid, real and per- 
sonal estate, the annual income whereof shall 
not exceed 5000 dollars, in addition to what 
they are.now allowed by law to hold; provided 
the income of the said real and personal estate 
be always applied to said objects, agreeably to 
the will of the donors, if consistent with the 
original design of the Founders of jsaid Aca- 
demy.” 

, Thus it seems that. Phillips Academy is the 
parent institution, and that the theological sem- 
inary is simply an associated department. 

The hopes which the trustees entertained of 
donations were soon realized, and if pledges had 
| been previously given in respect to assistance, 
they were readily redeemed. During the en- 
suing August, Mrs. Phillips, widow of Samuel, 
before named, and John, his son, jointly and se- 
verally obligated themselves ‘ to erect and fin- 
ish, with all convenient dispatch, two separate | 
buildings, one of which to be three stories high, | 
and of such other dimensions, as to furnish con-. 
venient lodging-rooms for fifty students; and the’ 
other building to be two stories high, and of) 
such dimensions as to furnish, in addition to a| 
kitchen and. private rooms necessary to a stew-) 
rard’s family, three public rooms, one for a din. | 
ing hall, one for a chapel and lecture room, 
(each sufficiently large to accommodate sixty 
students) and a third for a Library. Mr. Sam-. 
iuel Abbot, of Andover, presented 20,000 dollars 


{ 


dates, and the choice was finally determined by | forethe maintenance of a Professor of Christian 
the change of an individual vote. Previously | Theology, reserving to himself the right of ap-| 
to the choice by the board of overseers, the pointing the first. In March of the succeeding 
public excitement had been highly raised, and year, other great additions were made to the 
some articles published upon the subject. Fi-| funds of the institution; 20,000 dollars were 
nally, when the vote was taken, the board! given by Mr. Wi. Bartlett of Newburypori, 
agreed with the corporation, 33 to 23. ‘his! and 10,000 dols. each by Messy. Moses Brown 
event, and ihe election of Dr. Kirkland to the and John Norris, the former of Newburyport, 
Presidency, threw the orthodox into despair re-| and the latter of Salem, Other rico donations 


specting the University, and undoubtedly set | have since been made to the institution; Mr. 
th 5 Abbot in~bis will bequeathed about 100,000 dol- 


lars. in addition to what he had before given 
Another elegant buildinghaa been erected and 
completely furnished by the liberality, | believe, 
of Mr. Bartlett. 
founders already named, gave at her decease 
the sum of 30,000 dollars, &c. 

It has been supposed by some, that the lead- 
ers of the orthodox body at ‘the time put forth 
their greatest efforts of art and persuasion in 
order to induce these people to bestow their 
property so liberally upon the institution. Let 
those who have the means of forming a judg- 
ment in tthis case decide. It is certain, these 


em to providing means whereby young men, 
could be brought into the ministry under their 
influence and instruction. 

Phillips Academy was of the right stamp ;, 
but then, as an Institution, it was too limited ; 
its ‘funds were too small; it had no Divinity 
Professorships, and it was destitute of other es- 
sential accommodations for theological students, 
such as books, buildings, &c. Under a strong 
expectation of liberal additions for their funds 
and other rich donations, the Trustees, ia June 
1807, petitioned for an increase of their power 
to hold real estate, and consequently obtained 
the following Act: 

“6 Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Whereas 


+ donors intended that the beuelits arising from | 


Mrs. Norris, wile of one of the , 


their donations should be appropriated solely 
and always to the promotion of what is called 
orthodoxy. The monies were given and ac- 
cepted by the. trustees, on the conditions that 
the institution be forever conducted and gevern- 
ed by them and their successors, in conformity 
to the principles and regulations which the do- 
nors adopted and ratified as the Constitution 
thereof. And they have so carefully guarded 
the way to the Sacred Chairs, that no man, ex- 
cept he were an adept in hypocrisy, or tho- 
roughly orthodox, can by any means obtain a 
seat in them. In order to shew the public how 
exclusively this institution is devoted to ortho- 
doxy, ana how effectually any change in this 
respect is forever prevented, a few extracts 
shall be made from the Statutes of the Institu- 
tion. : 

*¢ Every Professor shall be “ an orthodox and 
consestent Calvinist; and after a careful exami- 
nation by the visitors with reference to his reli- 
gious principles, he shall, on the day of his in- 
auguration, publicly make and subscribe a sol- 
emn declaration of his faith in Divine Revela- 
tion, and in the fundamental and distinguishing 
dectrines of the Gospel, as expressed in the fol- 
lowing Creed, which is supported by the infal- 
ible Revelation which God constantly makes 


of nimsELF in his works of creation, providence 


and redemption, namely, 

‘«T believe that there is one and but one living and true 
God ; that the word of God, contained in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New | estaments, is the only perfect rule 
of faith and practice ; that agreeably to those Scriptures 
God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and 
truth ; that in the Godhead are three persons, the Father, 
the Son and Holy Ghost; and that these three are One 
God, the same in substance, equal,in power and glory; 
that God created man after his own image in knowledge, 
righteousness and holiness; that the glory of God is man’s 
chief end, and the enjoyment of God his supreme happi- 
ness; that this enjoyment is derived solely from conformi- 
ty of heart to the moral character and will of God; that 


_ Adam, the federal head and representative of the, human 


race, was placed in a state of probation, and that in con- 
sequence of his disobedience all his descendants were con- 
stituted sinners ; that by nature every man is personally 
depraved, destitute of holiness, unlike and opposed to 
God, and that previously to the renewing agency of the 
Divine Spirit all his moral actions are adverse to the cha- 
racter and glory of God; that being morally incapable of 
recovering the image of his Crea‘or, which was lost in 
Adam, every man is justly exposed to eternal damnation; 
so that, except a man be Lorn again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God; that God, of his mere good pleasure, 
from al] eternity, elected some to everlasting life, and that 
he entered into a covenant of grace to deliver them out 
of this state of sin and misery, by a Redeemer; that the 
ouky Redeemer of the elect is the eternal Son of God, 
who for this purpose became man, and continues to be God 
and man in two distifct natures and one person forever; 
that Christ as our Redeemer execii'es the office of a Pro- 
phet, Priest and King; that, apyeeably to the covenant of 
Redemption, the Son of God, and he alone, by his suffer- 
ing and death, has made atonement for the sins of all men; 
that repentance, faith and holiness, are the personal requi- 
siies in the gospel scheme of aalvation; that the righteous 
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Such is the creed which the Professors at An-| 
dover must repeat and subscribe at their Inau- 
guration, and which, every fifth year, they 
must repeat as the declaration of their faith. 

One cannot help remarking here, that free 
inquiry is forever barred eut 0 the Theologi- 
cal Institution at Andover. No Professor can 
in the least dissent from the Moraieiag creed, 
without forfeiting his office and all its emolu- 
ments. Every one must therefore henceforth 
sit down quietly under the impression that he 
cannot be wrong, or else expose himsell to the 
danger already described. What temptations 
then are placed before the Professors in Ando- 
ver, not to make them anxious to discover what 
is truth, but to suppress every rising inquiry in 
the mind, to maintain a blind devotion to a creed 
made by men, all of whom, in a few years, will 
lave passed away. Is it not extraordinary that 
the Professors at Andover would receive their 
offices on such conditions! I have said, the An- 
dover Institution is exclusively and forever de- 
voted to the support of the above creed. It 
: bids the professors te study the Bible 


a ale neitaiaeerasintasl aarti 


ness of Christ is the oaly ground of a slaner’s justification; 
that this righteousness is received through falth; and that 
this faith is the gift of God; so that our salvation is whol- 
ly of grace; that no means whatever can change the heart 
ef a sinner, and make it holy; that regeneration and sanc- 
tification are effects of the creating and renewing owency 
of the Holy Spirit, and that supreme love to God consti- 
tutes the essential difference between saints and sinners ; 
that by convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening 
eur minds, working faith in us, and renewing our wills, 
the Holy Spirit makes us partakers of the benefits of re- 
demption; and that the ordinary means, by which these 
benefits are communicated to us, are the word, sacrament, 

and prayer; that repentance unto life, faith to feed upon 
Christ, love to Ged and new obedience, are the appropri- 
ate qualifications for the Lord’s Supper; and that a Chris- 
tian Church ought to admit no person to its holy com- 

munion, before he exhibit credible evidence of his godly 
sincerity; that perseverance in holiness is the only method 
of making onr calling and election sure; and that the final 
perseverance of the saints, though itis the effect of the 
special operation of God on their hearts, necessarily im- 
plies their own watchful diligence; that they, who are 
offectually called, do in this life partake of justification, 
adoption and sanctification, and the several benefits which 
do either accompany or flow from them; that the souls of 
believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and 
do immediately pass into glory; that their bodies being 
still united to Christ, will at the resurrection be raised up 
to glory, and that the saints will be made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoyment of God to all eternity; but that the 
wicked will awake to shame and everlasting contempt, 
and with devils be plunged into the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimstone forever and ever. 1 moreover believe 
that God, according to the counsel of his own will, and 
for his own glory, hath foreordainéd whatsoever comes to 
pass, and that all beings, actions and events, both in the 
natural and moral word, are under his providential direc- 
tion; that God’s decrees perfectly consist with ‘human i- 
berty; God’s universal agency with the agency of man, 
and man’s dependence with his accountability; that man 
has underetasding and corporeal strength to do all that) on if they did pot admitioGn possibility of “a 
Gad requires of hirn;'so that nothing but the sinner’s aver- | |, rovz, they laid all the claim to infallibillity 
sion to holiness prevents his salvation; that it is the pre- | wright the Pope ever did. 

rogative of God to bring good out of evil, and that he will Let-it-no longer, hen. be attack 
eouse the wrath and rage of wicked men and devils to der, as it is in the minds of some, that the Pro- 

praise him; and that all the evil -which has existed and 
which will forever exist in the moral system will eventu- | | reasonable’ and scriptural, and all the sects gro: 
ally be made to promote a most important purpose. under |. ribed in their creed,+letit no longer be won- 
the wise and perfect administration of that Almighty Be-| gored at that they do this inflexibly; they have 
ing; who will cause all things t@ work for his own Ws | promised to do it, they have filedeed their've- 
and thus fulfil all his pleasure. And furthermore / pacity (a promise ane a pledge which they eve- 
solemnly promise that I will open and explain the scrip- | “ry filth year repeat) they ire paid enahs fr rand, | 

tures to my pupils with integrity and faithfulness; that I for doing that Service. And all this they Moat| 
will maintain and inculcate the Christian Faith, as ex- 
pressed in the Creed, by me now repeated, together with | | fessorsbips they now hold. 
all the other doctrines and duties of our holy religion,s0} The founders of the professorships, in order 
far as may appertain to my office, according to the best) effectually to guard their foundations, in all fa- 


with a fixed determination to believe what they 
now profess, and nothing opposed to it. Setting 
ill the future at defiance, it bids them close 
their eyes upon every ray of increasing light, 
and upon the labours of. every ardent lover of 
truth who shall henceforth rise up, so far as he 
departs from the creed. What is this less than 
saying, we know we are right? and what more 
did the Pope of Rome ever say! Protestants 
have ridiculed the Pope because he laid elaim 
to infallibity ; wherein does thisdiffer? If those 
who made this creed, and those who have sign- 
ed it, admitted of a ’ possibility of their being’ 
wrong, it Was arrogant presumption, it was di- 
rect hostility to truth in them to plage it upon 
the foundation on which it stands, and in the 
moqi solemn manner to bind every Professor 
and every Visitor to it henceforth and forever, 


fessors at Andover oppose doctrines pmnag od 


continue to do s0 long as they retain the md 


incapacity, or neglect of the duties of office. mile iniatie cera andacul ee 


In order to shew the influence which 
Professors are enabled to exert over the sta- 
dents, 1 will give a view of some of their 
ties in relation to the students as they are sp 
cified in the Constitution. They are required 
“to direct their (the students’) method of study- 
ing the Bible and all other writings” ; “to ex- 
plain intricate texts of Scripture”; “to solve 
cases of conscience”; “ to prepare ¥ list of such 
books, and to point out a Course’ of stddy, as in 
their opinion may be most congenial to the trwe 
design of the institution, and most beneficial to 
the stndents in it; which list of books and course 
of study, being approved by the trustees, suid 
students shall pursue.” It is also required of 
them, that they, “in their preaching to the stu- 
dents on the Lord’s Day, be devout, practical, 
doctrinal and pungent, rather than speculative 
and metaphorical”; that they ‘ guard them 
against religious error”; and besides “ critical- 
ly inspecting and correcting their theological 
compositions,” they are “to confer with then 
freely and frequently on ‘those subjects which 
are calculated to expand and enrich the minds 
and hearts of theological students, and prepare 
them for the work of the ministry.”” And some 
of these duties the Professors are required te 
perform by private instruction and advice.”— 
And further, it should not be forgotten, that the 
way in which, in the creed, the Professors pro- 
mise to “ maintain and inculcate the Christian’ 
Faith (which is to be done in the performance 
of the above specified duties) is, “as EXPRESSED 
IN THE Creep.” So that in all their explanations 
of Scripture, io all their preachin to the stu- 
dents, in all their “ private idea and 
advice, to direct their nigtibod of studying 
the Bible,” and in a word, in the performance 
of their whole duty, they ‘must keepa watchful 
eye on this creed, they must not depart from it, 
and they must be equally careful to oppose, not 


only Atheists and Infidels, but “ Jews, Papists, © 


Mahometans, Arians, Pelagians, Antinomians, 
Arminians, Socinians, Sabeilians, Unitarians aud 
Universalists.”’ 

Let us now look for a moment at some of the 
obligations under which tbe students are laid. 

a ‘Every applicant, (for admission) after ex- 
amination by the standing committée, to be ap- 
pointed asx hereinafter provided, and after read- 
ing the Constitution of the Seminary and the Sta- 
tutes of the Associate Founders, shall make and 
subscribe the following declaration, viz. * Deep- 
ly impressed with the importance of an exten- 
sive fund of knowledge and. prudence to the 
ministerial character, “and of being correctly in- 
structed in the doctrines of the gospel, and con- 


| sequently of attending a regular course of The- 


light God shall give me, and in opposition not only to/ ture time, against all perversion, or the smallest | ological education, L solemnly promise, by the 


Atheists and Infidels, but to Jews, Papists, Mahometans, 
Arians, Pelagians, Antinomians, Arminians, Socinians, 
Sabellians, Unitarians and Universalists, and to all here- 
sies and errors, aucient or modern, which may be opposed 
to the Gospel of Christ. or hazardous to the souls of men; 
that by my instruction, counsel and example, I will endea- 
your to promote true piety and godliness; that I will con- 
sult the good of this institution, and the peace of the 
Charches of oar Lord Jesus Christ on all occasions—and 
that I will religiously conform to the Constitution and 
Lawe of this Seminary, and to the Statutes of this Foun- 


datign. ” 


avotdance of their true design, constituted a Board | 
of Visitors to be, asin their place and stead, 
the Guardians, Overseers and Protectors, of 
these foundations. These Visitors, previously 
to taking their seats at the Board, must solemn- 
ly declare, in the presence of God and the 
Board of Trustees, that they will faithfully ex- 
ert their abilities to carry into execution the 
regulations of the Constitution ef the Institution ; 
and, like the Professors, shey are required * to 
| Fubscribe the same theological creed,” and to 
repeat a declaration of their faith in it “ at ev- 
; ery successive period of five years.’ These 
*: The preceding Creed and Declaration shall be repeat- | 1, 'aitors will, or course, keep : watchful eye 
od by every Profewser on this Foundation at the expiration upon the Professors, and see that they depart 
ofevery successive period of five years, andno man shall | 25+ jn any way, nor in the smallest degree from 
be contisued a Professor on said Foundation, who shall) ihe erded which they are all required to sub- 
not continue to approve himself a man of sound and scribe. And’ they have power to remove the 
dex principles in divinity aecerding to the aforesaid ereed.”” {Professors “either for misbehaviour, heterodery, 


aid of divine grace, to improve ina faithful and 


{christian-manner, the advantages, furnished by 


this institution, and to be uniformly subject to the 
authority and laws of the same, with a single view 
to my being qualified for the Gospel Ministry.” 
The students also are required to conlorm * te 
the laws and orders of the trustees,’ freqnently 
to ‘ask the advice and assismnce of the profess- 
ors with reference to their studies ; and ofierm 
submit their theological compositions, especial- 
ly their first essay to the friendly inspectien and 
faithful remarks of one or more of the said pro- 
fessors.” * Each student, Oiice at least in every 
year, shall acquaint the professors with the 
books he has read, and with his course of study. 
during said year,” &c. &c. : 
There is perhaps nothing very objectionable 
in the obligations under which the siadenis are 


|Jaid, when they are comsidered alone. bat con! 


EE —— 


| 


: ‘woctad with the other. 


t 


parts of the Constitution, 
the evil tendency of them is seen. For in-. 
stance, every student promises to be uniformly 
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tical Atheism.” This absurd 
its yotaries and martyrs. > 


system has had 


59 


The Visttant will generally be devoted to il- 


|lustrations of teats which are supposed to be op- 
_ 2. A Dest, in the tree sense of the word, is: 


posed to the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; 


subject to the authority and laws of the Institution. a believer in One God. Like the name Turisr, | but will occasionally contain such other kinds of 
_ This is a reasonable requisition, in itself consid- it is the exact opposite of Atheist or Disbeliever | articles as may be deemed serviceable in the 
ereds but when we reflect that by the Consti- in God. So that, properly speaking, every man) cause of truth. 


tution the student is bound not to oppose any 


who sincerely believes in the existence of ‘the 


‘The undersigned would also give notice to 


professor, and on the other hand that the pro- Lord our God” who is “* One Lord,” is a Theist the friends of liberal christianity in other States, 


fessor is obligated to teach the Christian Faith 
only “ as expressed in the creed,” and that he bas 
promised solemnly that in doing this he will op- 


« 
S 


or Deist. 


ist, is, a disbeliever in revealed religion. 


| that their patronage is desired, and would be 
But the popular acceptation of the word De-. 
This 


gratefully received. Any number of. subscri- 
bers where, for the want of suitable information 


‘pose a large part of the Christian Sects, then has arisen from the fact, that certain men, who, on the part of the Editor, no prospectus has 
the injury ef the obligation is seen. How very did not believe in the common doctrine, con-| been forwarded, may agree upon an agent, who 
‘different must be the character of every student cerning the diyine authority of the scriptures) will be acknowledged as such by him. He may 
who comes forth from this seminary, from what and the mission of Jesus, were called Deisis.| remit to the undersigned whatever sum may be 
it would be, if the Professors, instead of being Of this class were Herbert, Hobbas, Collins, | subscribed, and the corresponding proportions 


tehained to a creed, and obligated to oppose the , 


greater part of Christian denominations, were 
ardently devoted to teach simply what they 
thooght truth, especially if all the inducements 


Gibbon, Paine, lord Shatisbury, Voltaire, Kous- 
seau, Condorcet, and many others. 
leged by Dr. Clarke and others, that many in- 


Woolston, ‘Lindel, Chubb, Bolinbroke, Homey 


But it is al-| 


of Visitants will be faithfully forwarded in due 
time, either by mail or private conveyance, ac- 
cording as such subscribers may direct. 

The better to accommodate patrons in other 


were holden out to them for that purpose that telligent Deists held to rewards and punishments | States, the Editor hereby takes the liberty to 


now are (o make them completely sectarian. 
How will the founders of the Professorships, | 
“the Professors themselves, and the whoie cha- 


in the future state. 


3. An Inripey is one who has no confidence in| 
Infidelity is so nearly allied to praciteul | 


God. 


appoint the following gentlemen to be general 
igents tor the Visitant, hoping they will do him 
ihe favour to serveas such, viz.— Rev’s Edward 


-vacter of this institution, appear in the eyes of atheism, that the precise difference cculd not) ‘Turner, Portsmouth, N. H. Seth Stetson, Salem, 


an enlightened public one or two centuries 
hence, when people generally will look back | 
upon the doctrines of the trinity, atonement and 
endless misery, as we now do upon that of tran- 


easily be made to appear. 

4. A Cuaisrian is a follower of Jesus Christ 
The disciples of Christ were first called Chris- 
tians at Antioch. A speculative christian is one, 


Mass. Hosea Ballou, 2d, Roxbury, Mass.; Wm. 
Brown, Esq. P.M. Plymouth, Mass, Warren 
Wing, Esq. P.M. Greenwich Village,. Mass. ; 
Rev’s Robert Bartlett, Hartland, Vt. Jobn Bis- 


substantiation, the sale of indulgencies, or the who professes to follow and serve his master;, bee, Hartford, Conn. David Pickering, Provi- 
infallibility of the Pope. But as to the princi- but a practical christian is one, who not only | dence, R.1. and Abner Kneeland, N. York City. 


ple on which the institution is conducted, there 
is no difference whether the creed is true or. 
false.. As the founders did not know it was true, 
and as in the belief of it they might have been | 
in an error, aud honestly too, so the establish-| 
ment of itin the mannes related was wrong in! 
' them; and is more injurious to the cause of true | 
religion wherever its influence reaches, than} 
the articles of the Church of England are in 
that church. Every professor who has been or 
shall be in that institution adds his sanction to 
practice highly reprehensible. ; 

‘Ehe Apostle says, ‘ Prove all things, hold 
fast that which is good.” But why, eminent 
Apostle, why this command, ifit be right for 
taeu to set up a creed, and do allin their power 
to enforce it upon future generations? Why 
need we be at the trouble to ** prove all things” 
if we have laid ourselves under obligation to 
suppor: a creed, and that alone; one sect, and 
that alone ; and to oppose every other? 

‘The Professors at Andover are not to be 
blamed for beiug Calvinists, or Hopkinsians. 
Far from this. But they are to be blamed for 
accepling their professorships on conditions, 
which exclude all inguiry as. it respects the 
truth of their sentiments. ‘The spirit of the 
times is opposed to such a practice, and is be- 
coming more and more opposed to it; the spi- 
rit of our government and institutions generally 
is opposed to it; and the time must speedily 
come when this, and kindred institutions,’ if 
there be such, will generally be regarded as 
monuments of party zeal, and strong, sectarian 
attachments. KicHARDS. 


From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


Atheist, Deist, &c. 


“As there are some people among us, who do 
not know the difference between an Atheist, 
‘Deist, &c. would it not be well to publish the 
following definitions ? 

1. An Arunist ts a disheliewer in the existence 
ef God. This is called “ speculative atheism.” 
Sit to profess to believe in God, and yet con- 
dyct as (hough there was mone, is called ‘* prac-! 


believes in his divine mission, but also partici- 
pates of his spirit and conforms to his precepts. 


If these plain definitions are carefully studied 
and faithfully committed to memory, .it will not 
only prevent much useless and wordy contro- 
versy, but many people from exposing them- 
selves, when in company, by confounding those 
names which are entirely dissimilar. 

LeXICOGRAPHER. 


From the Chr. Intelligencer. 


Christian Visitant Notice. 

The undersigned, appointed by the Eastern 
Association of Universalists at its late session to 
revive the publication of the Christian Visitant, 
takes this method to give general notice, That 
Proposals for the secend yolume have been pub- 
lished and sent to Agents in different paris of 
the State, with whom» subscribers may. leave 
their names and the amount severally subscrib- 
ed, and of whom they will in due time re- 
ceive their copies. Agreeably to a vote passed 
by the Association, subscribers will be furnished 
with Visitanits at 2 cents each. They will be 
published monthly, on good paper, with new and 
handsome type, each containing .12 duodecimo 
pages. . Twelve successive numbers will, there- 
fere, complete the year and constitute a vol- 
ume, to which will be addéd a title, page and in- 
dex. Hence one set of Nos. for the year wiil 
cost only twenty-five eents; two full sets, fifty 
cents ; three volumes, seventy-five cents ; and four 
copies each of the twelve several numbers, one 
dollar, &c. No subscription less than the, first 
sum can be received. As the design in pub- 
lishing Visitants is, to furnish our brethren with 
cheap and useful articles for general and gratu- 


itous distribution, it is hoped that the friends of| for her own dictates, 


This popular little work, published by autho- 
rity of the Eastern Association,—a work which 
has received many decided testimonials of pub- 
lic approbation in favour of its utility in the 
cause of God’s impartial and universal grace and 
salvation, it is believed may be recommended to 
the favourable notice and general patronage of 
“‘our brethren of like precious faith.” It is 
not published as a source of pecuniary profit to 
any one. It is only contemplated that the sub- 
scriptions shall cover all the expenses of publi- 
cation. The labour and time of the Editor 
claim no other reward for him than the rich 
one of being, in some humble degree,, instru- 
mental in maintaining the honours, and asserting 
the unbounded triumphs, of that competent Sa- 
viour who came to save the world from sin, and 
to secure for all mankind “an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away—reserved in heaven.” 

WM. A. DREW, Editor. 

‘Belfast, (Me.) Sept. 7, 1826. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


Interesting and Useful Anecdotes. — 


Messrs. Editors.—In the course of my reading, ‘I some- 
times meet with those things which entertain and interest 
myself, and wiliich, I think, may edify and comfort others. 
The following are some extracts which I minuted down, 


I have added some remarks occasionally. They are at 
your disposal. zi 


What Dr. Dwight observes concerning the 
Shaking Quakers seems to be true of some other , 
denominations. ‘ To the people, she (Ann Lee) 
appears to have taught a doubtful reverence for 
the Bible, blended with a superior veneration 
Wherever it sanctioned, 


the publication will subscribe for a plurality of}or was supposed to sanction, her own insiruc.- 


copies, regulating the amount of their subscrip- 
tions by the humber of copies they may wish 
to retain and lend, or distribute gratuitously. 
The first No. of the second vol. wu] be publish- 
ed about the middle of October next; preyi- 
ous to which time it is hoped all subscribers will 
endeayour te have their returms made to the 


Editor. 


tions, she seems to have appealed to it with 
readiness, as to conclusive authority. Such is 
evidently the conduct of her followers, but wher- 
ever it directly epposes their system, and con- 
veys a meaning, which rejects every equivocal 
comment, they pass it by in silence. To en- 
thusiasts of all countries and nations, mystery 
has been-the universal as well.as absolute ly ne- 


cossary resort in every difficulty ; and the trick, 
though almost endlessly exposed, is still played 
off with the same success.” Vol. 3, p. 153. 


What sect flies to mystery, when their absurd and con- 
tradictory notions are. met with rational and plain scrip- 
ture arguments? Are all thove enthusiasts who take pas- 
sages, which they suppose prove their opinions, and pass | 
over others, which appear to be against them, in silence ? | 


Dr. Dwight says, “ The great army which | 
God sent upon the Jews, before which the land’ 
was as the garden of Eden, and behind, as a| 
desolate wilderness; on account of which an a-| 
larm was sounded, a fast proclaimed, a solemn) 
assembly sanctified; was levied from the race of 
the canker worm, the caterpillar, the palm- 
er worm, and the locusts. These, and their 
compeers, have in every age been the army of 
God, which has humbled the pride, frustrated 
the designs, and annihilated the hopes of man. 
The Wevwsian fly, as | observed, is less than a 
gnat; and when settled in its usual manner on 
the ground, is commonly invisible ; being seen, 
only as it rises in small clouds immediately be- 
fore your steps. It is feeble and helpless also, 
in the extreme ; defenceless against the least 
enemy, and crushed by the most delicate touch. 
Yet for many years it has taxed this country, 
annually, more, perhaps than a million of dol- 
‘Jars. The Hessian fly was first discovered in 
Bruvokline, opposite to New-York, 1784. In or 
near the Hessian encampment.” Vol. 8, p. 501. 


From the above it appears, that verily there is a God 
that judgeth in the earth. It was for the sins of an- 
cient Israel, they weré visited with the famine, pestilence, 
sword, beasts, reptiles, and insects ; and it was by fast- 
ing, humiliation and prayer, by repentance and reforma- 
tion, that these judgments were removed from the land.— 
If God is unchangeable, will he not visit guilty people 
with as sore plagues of some kind, either upon their flesh 
~ or spirit, in this age of the world? How impotent is 
man to contend with the Almighty, who has all nature 
armed with the weapons of destruction, to execute his 
will? 


Mr. Clarkson, in his account of the principles of the} 

Quakers,. mentions many of the wise men of ancient 
stimes, agreeing with the Quakers in many of their opinions 
and practices :-— 

* Solon warned Thespis, that the effect of 
such plays as he saw him act would become in 
time injurious to the morals of mankind, and he 
forbade him to act again. 

“ The Athenians, though such performances 
were afterward allowed, would never permit 
any of their judges to compose a comedy. 

“The Spartans under Lycurgus, who were 
the most virtuous of all the people of Greece, 
would not suffer either tragedies or comedies to 
be acted at all. 

» * Plato, as he had banished music, so he ban- 
ished theatrical exhibitions from his pure re- 
public. 

“ Seneca considered, that vice made insensi- 
ble approaches by means of the stage, and that 
it stole on the people in the disguise of plea- 
sure. The Romans in their purer times, con- 
sidered the stage to be so disgracefal, that eve- 
ry Koman was to be degraded. who become an 
actor, and so pernicious to morals, that they 
put it under the power of a censor, to control 
its effects. 

Rowson condemns the stage upon the same 
principle. “It is,” says be, “the art of dissi 
mulation, of assuming a foreign character, and 
of appearing differently from what a man realiy 
is—ol fiying*into a passion without a cause, and 
fsaying Whal he ddea not think as naturally as 


self, to personate others.” 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


we we > 


if he really did—in a word, 


Vol. 1, p 86. 


Do not the Quakers, as a religious sect, set. a good ex 


ample, in many respects, for other Christians? Do they 
not act, as Christ taught his disciples, to put off the sword 
and be peace makers? Do they not behave like rational 


creatures, in seeking after more rational happiness, than is 
generally found in attending plays and vain amusements ? 
Do they not, as a bedy, enjoy more happiness and con- 
tentment, in their temperate, industrious, honest, sober 
mode of living, than those of an opposite character ?— 
\ hatever appears praiseworthy and lovely in others, we 
should commend and imitate. 


SS 


From the Christian Telescope. 


Melancholy. 


The sun of the morning, 
Unclouded and bright, 
The landscape adorning 
With lustre and light, 
To glory and gladness 
New bliss may impart : 
But, oh! give to sadness 
And softness of heart 
A moment to ponder, a season to grieve, 
The light of the moon, or the shadows of eve. 


Then soothing reflections 
Arise on the mi: d; 
And sweet recollections 
Of friends who were kind; 
Of love that was tender, 
And yet could decay; 
Of visions whose splendour 
Time withered away; ‘ 
In all that for brightness and beauty may seem 
The painting of fancy—the work of a dream! 


The soft cloud of whiteness, 
The stars beaming through, 
The pure moon of brightness, 
The deep sky of blue, 
The rush of the river, 
Thro’ vales that are still, 
The breezes that ever © 
Sigh lone o’er the hill, 
Are sounds that can soften, and sighs that impart 
A bliss to the eye, and a balm to the heart. 


—e_aXxX—X—X—r—__e_—a Oo > 


From the Pellediam, : 
On the Death of Miss A. E.W. ag. 6 years. 


Summon’d from this house of clay, 
Happy Spirit! wing thy way 
To thy Saviour’s arms above, 
To iby rest of peace aud love, 


Weep for thee ? No, blessed cne; 
Such as thee were bid to come. 
Safe encircled in His arms, 
Sheltered from a thousand harms. 
Angels, joyous, hail thee there, 
Free from pain and mortal care, 
Happy Spirit! haste away, 
Find in Heaven eternal day. 
Greatly favor’d, thus to win 
Life immortal without sin; 
In thy early being blest, 
Far from pain and sickness, rest 
Where thy infant spirit sings, 
Soaring on seraphic wings ; 
Joy! that life’s young morning found 
A bealing for its only wound. 
Be thy Mother’s guardian now, 
Chase the anguish from her brow— 
Heal that heart, by sorrow riven, 
With the tho’t—W e meet in Hesvean, 


of forgetting him- 


; Sammde’d from thy hovew otHay, frm 
Infant Spirit! wing thy way 
. To the realms of light above, ¥¥ 


e 


Seek, andfindthy Farwen’slove, 


am, 


Poss hk. 
- { 
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Religion. 
** Religion!—In that heavenly word 
What treasures all divine are stor’d; 
Descending from the realms above, 
Her object man, her errand love. 
She comes to soften all ougloom, 
Invite earth’s wretched wanderers home; _ 
Direct the path, and lead the way, 
To fairer worlds and endless day.’’ 


MARRIED 
In this city, by Rey. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Presburgh Ww. 
Craige to Mis« Mary W. Bemis. 
Mr. Bela Lincoln to Miss Susan N, Cushing. 


city. +. . 

Mr. Joseph W. Copeland, of Canton, te Miss Anto 
nette Sturlevant, of Boston. ; 

At Canajoharrie, N, ¥Y. Mr. D. C. Mitchell, Teacher 
in the institution for deaf and dumb in that place, to Miss 
Rose, a pupil of the institution. The Bridegroom having 
signified his assent, Miss R. read the covenant with deli- 
beration, made signs that she clearly understood it, and 
then signed it. They were accordingly pronounced by the 
Minister to be man and wife. The scene was peculiarly 
interesting. ; 


- DIED, 

In this city, Sept. 16, Miss Catherine Cross, aged 56. 

Mrs. Abigail Carpenter, 49. ‘ ; 

Mrs. Charlotte Milton, 37, 

Mr. Isaac Johnson, 70. 

Mr. Henry Gates, 28. 

On Monday, at Rainsford’s island, in this harbor, Mr. 
Nath Hatch, ag. 20, of Kennebunk—he was landed op 
Tuesday 19th Sept. from brig Maine. 

In Salem, widow Elizabeth Millett, 91. 

In Brooklin, Theodore Trull, 2 years, 7 months. 

All that was mortal is dead; 

The spirit to God has returned: © 
The fondest affections have bled, 
But mourners to God are resign’d. 


The Christian Guide. 

£O A RIGHT UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

Designed as a Seleci Commentary—consisting of a Me- 
moir of the ’ uthor, a copious introduction, a Harmony 
of the Evangelists, and- Notes, Comments, or Disserta- 
tions on all Impoiiant ad Obscure passages in the New 
‘I estament. 

BY JOHN S. THOMPSON, 

Late of the Universities of Glasgow, St. Andrews and 
Edinburgh. Minister of the First Universalist Society 
in Utica, N. Y. ’ 

The first part of this work, (of which the 
Prospectus was published in the Seventh Vol- 
ume of the Universalist Magazine, page 160) 
containing a Memoir of the Juthor, and a Cope 
ous Introduction to the Study of the New Testa- 
ment, is now completed, and a few copies are 
left at this office for sale at 1 dollar 50 cents in 
boards. 

4s the author, who is now in this city, is de- 
sirous of increasing the number of Subscribers, 
before he commences the Commentary, those 
who feel disposed to patronize the publication 
will confer @ favour by. calling, during the en- 


suing week, at the office*ef the Magazine, and 
subscribing for the work’ 


Notice. 
It is expected that the Rev. Jonyx S. Tuomr- 
son, from Utica, N. Y. will preach in Mr. Bal- 
lou's meeting, to-morrow in the forenoon. 


Mr. Jepthah Shed to Miss Irene H. Nott; all of this 


